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Concept note 

In recent years, the international system has seen a return to dynamics of competition between 

great powers for key regional spaces, which are relevant to the maintenance and protection of 

global flows. In this context, the Atlantic tends to emerge as an area of projection for Atlantic 

and non-Atlantic powers, with impacts on regional security. The domains where this competition 

takes place – from cyber to the Arctic, from military alliances to the management of common 

goods – accumulate successively in the face of sometimes opposing and/or competitive agendas 

that go beyond the mere sharing of common maritime spaces. 

The strategic Atlantic space thus remains crucial for international security. The strategic location 

of the Azores, as well as the size and security conditions of the Lajes Base on Terceira Island, 

have merited particular attention in recent years. Although developments in military technology 

have changed the use of this air base, Lajes has not lost its strategic importance and the Azores 

archipelago continues to be central to Atlantic security. In a context of growing international 

competition in the Atlantic, it is of the utmost importance to understand the added value of this 

strategic positioning for a specific set of activities that are now essential to our understanding 

of security. This includes matters related to maritime surveillance, the exercise of sovereignty at 

sea and the sustainable exploitation of natural resources, but also aspects related to 

communication systems (submarine cables or satellites) or cooperation between islands and 

Atlantic spaces, which are so important for regional security.  

This seminar aims to identify areas of convergence and divergence of interests, and areas where 

these same interests may prove to be asymmetric in the face of a rapidly evolving Atlantic. By 

understanding the scope of possible areas of convergence, any new transatlantic initiatives can 

be developed more easily. By identifying areas of divergence, any disputes can be better 

avoided. And by pinpointing areas of asymmetric interests, any priorities may also be better 

managed and eventually mitigated. This exercise will provide important clues on how to 

enhance the Azores and its territory in line with this new context.  

 

 



 
 
 

Program 

 

Hybrid format 

(Escola Superior de Enfermagem, Ponta Delgada, and livestreamed at: https://bit.ly/youtubeDN) 

GMT-1 

 

14h00 – Opening ceremony 

Ana Teresa Alves – Vice-Rector, University of the Azores 

Helena Carreiras – Director, National Defence Institute  

Licínia Simão – Coordinator, Atlantic Centre 

 

14h20 – I Panel: The Atlantic in world geopolitics  

This panel seeks to position the Atlantic area vis-à-vis the ongoing transformations in world 

geopolitics. It will address topics such as the Atlantic and world trade, the Atlantic and political-

military alliances; the Atlantic and technological cooperation, among other issues crucial to the 

balance of world power. 

 

Chair: Carlos Amaral – Center for Humanistic Studies, University of the Azores 

 

Sónia Ribeiro – Católica University  

Mónica Herz – PUC Rio 

Maxine Burkett – US Department of State’s Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental 

and Scientific Affairs 

Timothy Walker – Institute for Security Studies (ISS Africa)  

 

 

16h30 – Break  

 

 



 
 
 

16h45 – II Panel: The Azores and Atlantic security   

This panel addresses the added value of the strategic positioning of the Azores for a set of 

activities that are today essential to our understanding of security, namely issues concerning 

maritime surveillance, the exercise of sovereignty at sea and the sustainable exploitation of 

natural resources, but also aspects related to communication systems (submarine cables or 

satellites) or with cooperation between islands and Atlantic spaces, so important for regional 

security. 

 

Chair: Miguel Rocha – Center for Humanistic Studies, University of the Azores 

 

Miguel Bello – Atlantic International Research (AIR) Centre  

Christian Bueger – University of Copenhagen  

Luis Andrade – Center for Humanistic Studies, University of the Azores 

Carolina Rego Costa – Portuguese Space Agency-Portugal Space 

Luis Santos – Mission Structure of the Azores for Space (EMA-Space) 

 

 

18h45 – Closing ceremony 

Luís Andrade – Center for Humanistic Studies, University of the Azores 

Licínia Simão – Coordinator, Atlantic Centre 

Helena Carreiras – Director, National Defence Institute  

José Manuel Bolieiro – President of the Regional Government of the Azores 

 


