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João Gomes Cravinho has been the Portuguese Minister of 

Defence since 2018. 

Between March 2005 and June 2011, he was Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. He was also the 

EU Ambassador to India from 2011-14 and to Brazil, from 

2014-18. 

He holds a PhD in Political Science from the University of Ox-

ford and a Master’s degree from the London School of Economics. 

He has numerous publications in specialized academic journals and in newspa-

pers on topics related to defence policy, cooperation and international politics. 

 

 

Helena Carreiras is the Director of the Institute of National 

Defence. She has been an Associate Professor at ISCTE-Lis-

bon University Institute, where she served as Dean of the 

School of Sociology and Public Policy between 2016 and 

2019. She holds a PhD in Social and Political Sciences from 

the European University Institute in Florence. Between 

2010 and 2012, she was deputy-director of the Institute of 

National Defence and between 2018-2019 held the position of Vice-President of 

the Institute for Social and Public Policies at ISCTE-IUL. Her research interests are 

in gender and society, armed forces, civil-military relations, security and defence 

and research methodology. 

 

 

Javier Solana is the President of EsadeGeo - Center for 

Global Economy and Geopolitics. He is a distinguished fel-

low in Foreign Policy at Brookings Institution and the 

chairman of the Aspen Institute, Spain. President of the 

Prado Museum Royal Board.  In addition, he is also a 

board member of the European Council on Foreign Rela-

tions (London, Berlin), international advisory board of 
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the Council on Foreign Relations (New York) and the Munich Security Conference.  

He was Secretary General of NATO from 1995 to 1999, and a former High Repre-

sentative for Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) of the EU from 1999 to 

2009. Prior to this, he held several ministerial positions in the Spanish govern-

ment, including Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

 

 

Bruno Cardoso Reis is currently Deputy Director of the 

Center for International Studies/Centro Estudos Inter-

nacionais, ISCTE-IUL where he teaches Global History, Se-

curity Studies, as well as Leadership and Grand Strategy. 

He was from 2011-2017 a research fellow at Univer-

sidade de Lisboa. He is an advisor of the Portuguese Min-

ister of Defence and was an advisor of the Portuguese Na-

tional Defence Institute from 2011-2019 where he was 

part of the working group on the revision of the National Strategic Concept. He 

holds a PhD in War Studies from King’s College London, has an MA in Historical 

Studies from the University of Cambridge and an MA in Contemporary History 

from the University of Lisbon. Among his recent publications are Can Portugal 

have a Strategy? (Fundação Francisco Manuel do Santos, 2019) [in Portuguese]; 

“Brazil versus NATO? a long-term view of maritime security in the Atlantic” in En-

during NATO, rising Brazil. Rome & Rio de Janeiro: NATO Defense College/Funda-

ção Getúlio Vargas; he was a contributor to The Handbook of European Defence 

Policies and Armed Forces. Oxford, OUP, 2018. He comments on international se-

curity and politics on Twitter (@bcreis37) and in the mainstream media, with a 

regular column in the newspaper Observador and a weekly podcast. 

 

 

Carlos Gaspar is an adviser at the National Defence Insti-

tute, a researcher at the Portuguese Institute of Interna-

tional Relations (IPRI NOVA) and a visiting professor at the 

Autónoma University Lisbon. He studied Law and History at 

Universidade Clássica de Lisboa, completed a Masters in Po-

litical Science and International Relations at the Institut d’ 

Études Politiques in Paris and holds a PhD in History and In-

ternational Relations at the Nova University  Lisbon. He was an adviser to Presi-

dents Ramalho Eanes, Mário Soares and Jorge Sampaio. Adviser to the Board of 

Fundação Oriente. Member of the European Council on External Relations. Mem-

ber of the Scientific Council of the Real Instituto Elcano. 



 

3 
 

Thierry Tardy is Director of the Research Division at the 

NATO Defense College in Rome. Previously he held senior re-

search and management positions at the EU Institute for Se-

curity Studies (EUISS) in Paris, the Geneva Centre for Secu-

rity Policy (GCSP), and the Foundation for Strategic Re-

search in Paris. His fields of expertise include NATO’s policy 

and adaptation, the European Union Common Security and 

Defence Policy (CSDP), NATO-EU relations, the politics of crisis management, UN 

peace operations, and French security and defence policy. 

 

 

Lara Fernandes Martinho has a degree in Political Science 

and International Relations from Nova University Lisbon 

and a Master's Degree in International Relations from Uni-

versidade dos Açores and an MBA from Autónoma University 

Lisbon. Since 2015, she has been a Member of the Assembly 

of the Republic and a member of the Board of the Socialist 

Party Parliamentary Group, with the vice-presidency for 

Foreign Affairs and Portuguese Communities, National Defence and Agriculture 

and the Sea. She is also President of the Parliamentary Friendship Group Portugal 

- USA. She has been, since 2015, a member of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, 

rapporteur for the Sub-Committee on Future of Security and Defence Capabilities 

on “China's Defence Posture: Implications for NATO”. In October this year, she was 

elected Special Rapporteur for the Afghanistan Report. Lara Martinho is also a 

Member of the Supreme Council for National Defence. 
 

 

Mark Leonard is co-founder and director of the European 

Council on Foreign Relations. Previously he worked as di-

rector of foreign policy at the Centre for European Reform 

and as director of the Foreign Policy Centre, a think tank he 

founded at the age of 24. In the 1990s, he worked for the 

think tank Demos. Mark has spent time in Washington, D.C. 

as a Transatlantic Fellow at the German Marshall Fund of 

the United States, and in Beijing as a visiting scholar at the Chinese Academy for 

Social Sciences. He was Chairman of the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda 

Council on Geoeconomics until 2016. His topics of focus include geopolitics and 

geoeconomics, China, EU politics and institutions. 
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Miguel Monjardino is Visiting Professor of Geopolitics and 

Geostrategic at the Institute for Political Studies, Portuguese 

Catholic University, since 2001. He is the foreign affairs col-

umnist of the newspaper Expresso and a political-military 

analyst with the cable news TV channel SIC-Notícias.  In 

2004, Miguel created the Republic, a Greek Classics pro-

gramme for high-school students in Angra do Heroísmo, his 

hometown in the Azores. 

 

 

Sönke Marahrens is the Director Community of Interest 

Strategy & Defense of the European Centre of Excellence for 

Countering Hybrid Threats in Helsinki, Finland.  He is an ac-

tive officer of the German Air Force. Before he joined the 

Centre in Oct 2021, he had been Senior Research Lead for 

Strategy and Armed Forces at the German Institute for De-

fense and Strategic Studies in Hamburg. By training, he is an 

Air Force NATO Air Defence Officer with who held different leadership and man-

agerial positions incl. Defence Planning Office and German MOD as well as Battal-

ion Commander. His fields of expertise are Hybrid Warfare, Aspects of Leadership 

in the 21st Century, modern forms of conflict, Military Strategy, military conflict 

theory, Cyber, Artificial Intelligence for the Military and the Art and History of 

wargaming. 

 

 

Patrícia Daehnhardt is Adviser at the National Defence In-

stitute (IDN) in Lisbon, Portugal and Integrated Researcher 

at the Portuguese Institute of International Relations of 

NOVA University (IPRI-NOVA). She holds a Doctorate in In-

ternational Relations from the London School of Economics 

and Political Science. She works on German foreign and secu-

rity policy, NATO and transatlantic relations, the EU’s Com-

mon Security and Defence Policy, and the international order. She is a member of 

the International Association for the Study of German Politics and a member of 

the Editorial Advisory Board of the journal German Politics. 

 

 


